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Mr Speaker, I would like to commend my Hon Colleague for making such a very important 

Statement on the occasion of the World Down-Syndrome Day. As a country that believes in social 

living, we should endeavour to do more to support persons affected by down syndrome. There 

are obviously varied degrees of cognitive delays among people or persons with Down-Syndrome. 

Mr Speaker, as the Hon Member who made the Statement indicated, it is usually characterised 

by intellectual disability. I would encourage that Government looks at setting up specialist 

hospitals, at least, if not in every constituency as my Hon Colleague indicated, but in every 

regional capital, so that the persons with down syndrome could get access to the needed support 

that they deserve. 

Mr Speaker, I would also like to encourage society, particularly the school system. This is because, 

normally, children with down-syndrome and children with disabilities, generally, tend to face 

some amount of bullying in schools. We would use this opportunity to encourage the school 

system that we should provide some sort of support for these people who suffer from the disease 

and ensure that they are not bullied either by their classmates or peers. 

Mr Speaker, some researchers have also indicated that down-syndrome would normally occur 

when women get to give birth at a later stage of their lives. Let me use this occasion to say that 

we would very much encourage our sisters and mothers who might intend to postpone giving 

birth earlier in their lifetime to consider the implications of postponing childbirth. This is because, 

clearly, if they do it earlier, some of these things could be curbed. 

Mr Speaker, so, on this note, I once again, commend the Hon Member who made the Statement, 

and wish that there would be more public education on down syndrome, and that the State 

would initiate some action in terms of putting up regional hospitals that are specialised in nature 

to support children with down-syndrome. 


